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Marketing Ideas 

As you set up your displays, prepare your handouts, put out your materials, plan your events, and carry out other activities related to National HIV Testing Day, don’t forget it is a good idea to tell a variety of people about them beforehand.  These people range from those who direct your facility, staff involved in HIV care, staff involve in other care responsibilities, other facility staff, community organizations, the media, patients, and their families and friends.  The goal is not only to have people consider the importance of taking an HIV test, but to educate them as a prevention intervention to help slow or stop the spread of the disease.  Ideas for marketing activities include the following.  This list may look long, but some of these ideas are pretty easy. 

· Send e-mail announcements to staff.

· Work with your public affairs office; they will have ideas, formats for announcements, newsletters, and distribution lists that can be very helpful.

· Hang banners or put up posters about HIV Testing Day events and activities.

· Ask your Chief of Staff to prepare a statement to be read, copied, or e-mailed in support of National HIV Testing Day.

· Put announcements on the facility Web site.

· Make announcements during Grand Rounds or staff meetings.

· Collaborate with your cafeteria and canteen staff to prepare ads on their bulletin boards, cash register notices, tray liners, or tentcards.

· Distribute flyers and other advertising via Vet Centers, Community-Based Outreach Clinics, benefits offices, and other VA or VHA programs.

· Work with your local community groups that serve veterans.
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