
PACT ACT AND JET FUELS
WHAT VETERANS SHOULD KNOW ABOUT JET FUEL EXPOSURE

What We Know About Health Effects

Possible Short- and Long-Term Health Effects 

You may have been exposed to jet fuels while performing certain jobs in the military, such as:
•	 Fueling an aircraft
•	 Transporting jet fuel
•	 Maintaining jet fuel storage tanks
•	 Fueling generators
•	 Tending burn pits
You can absorb jet fuels through your skin, by inhaling it, or by accidentally swallowing it.

Health Safeguards in Place
The Department of War has issued policies and guidance over time to reduce service member 
exposures to jet fuels. 

These include:
•	 Use of appropriate personal protective equipment
•	 Training on equipment safety inspection
•	 Installation of ventilation within aircraft maintenance areas

At this time, scientists cannot draw conclusions about possible associations between jet fuel 
exposure and health effects due to limited scientific data. 

While there is evidence of possible short-term health effects from jet fuel exposure, at this time 
scientists do not know what early symptoms or signs might predict future health risks.

Possible health effects depend on:
•	 Length and frequency of exposure  
•	 Amount of exposure  
•	 Other factors, such as age, sex, genetic traits, and diet
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How Veterans can be Exposed to Jet Fuels



PACT ACT AND JET FUELS

What VA is Doing to Increase Understanding 
About Jet Fuel Exposure

Where Veterans Can Go for More Information

VA is committed to:
• Continuing to review scientific information (i.e., relevant studies and data) as it becomes

available.
• Conducting studies to advance the science and learn more about any long-term impacts of

occupational exposure to jet fuels during military service.

Learn more at Military Exposures - Public Health (va.gov) 
Call us at 1-800-MyVA411 (1-800-698-2411) 
Find a VA location at VA.gov/find-locations/

If you are concerned about health problems possibly associated with jet fuel exposure during your 
military service:

• Visit VA’s Fuels webpage to learn more about jet
fuels and stay informed about future studies.

• Talk to your health care provider or contact your
local VA Environmental Health Coordinator.

• Find out if you’re eligible for VA health care benefts
or file a claim for disability compensation.
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https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/index.asp
https://www.va.gov/find-locations/
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/fuels/index.asp
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/coordinators.asp
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/benefits/index.asp
https://www.va.gov/disability/

